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FIRST ORPHAN ASYLUM IN THE NORTR- 
WEST TERRITORY BUILT BY 
FATHER BADIN. 


It is not known to many that before the University 
of Notre Dame was established, the site on which the in- 
stitution now stands was an Orphan Asylum, foun 
Father Badin in the year 1833, one year before the di 
of Vincennes was formed. 

We are indebted to James E. Deery. a 
“The Catholic Historical Society of Indiana.” for 
lowing account of the establishment 
Asylum. I am presenting it in full because of its 
historical interest; however, it is so long that it will 
completed in next week’s issue. 

“The first Catholic Orphans’ Home that was condnacted under 
Catholic auspices in Indiana, in fact in the Northwest Territory, 
was established on the present site of Notre Dame University in 
1833 by the Reverend Stephen Theodore Badin. Father Badin. who 
was the first priest ordained in the United States, was in 
of the Pottowatomies Indian Mission in 


mem he ; 
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of this Orphan 


( h ary¢ 


4 
she 


Joseph county, 


from August 1830, until the spring of 1836. He was bor Oy 
leans, France, on July 17, 1768, and came to this country wit! 
Father Flaget, later the first sishop of Bardstown, Kentucky. and 
Father David, later coadjutor to Bishop Flaget, in March, 1792 
Father Badin was ordained, priest by Archbishop Carrol! 2 


on May 25, 
1793, and Was assigned to the Kentucky Missi he remained 
until 1819, at which time he returned to Europe. He came 
this country in 1828 and went to Detroit where his brother, Rev- 
erend Vincent Badin was assistant priest. 

“The first Orphans’ Home was named St. Joseph’: 
Asylum and was chartered by the legislature of Indiana as a cor 


n. where 


hac k to 


Orphan 


poration on February 2, 1833. It must have been devoted to the 
eare of the children of the Indians, as there were very few white 
perscns in St. Joseph County at the time. No reference is made 


to it in any of the Catholic histories, nor does Judge Howard men- 
tion it in his History of St. Joseph County. But_official documen- 
tary evidence and letters written by Father Badin seem to indicate 


that the orphans’ home was in fact conducted by Father Badin. This 
evidence consists of the act of the legislature which was passed by 
both houses on February 1, 1833, and approved by Governor Noble, 
February 2, 18338, (Laws of Indiana 1882-83, Ch. LXIXI, p. 75); 
the Journal of the proceedings of the Senate and house 
of the session of 1832-1833; two letters written by Father 


, J. 
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Badin and the deed executed by Father Badin July 31, 


he conveyed the tract of land upon which the orphans’ home was 


located to the Right Reverend Bishop Brute, first Bishop of the 
Diocese of Vincennes. 

“The first reference we find to the orphans’ home is in a lett« 
written by Father Badin to U. S. Senator John Tipton, dated at | 


next to mrorm 


Wayne, December 29, 1832, in which he says, ‘I hav: 
you that I have applied to the Legislature of Indiana to incorporate 
an Orphan Asylum, and that I have placed your name at the 
bill | framed, may act by 


of the Trustees, who according to the 


proxy if on account of distance or affairs they could not attend the 
meeting of the Board. I will give you only the Preamble of the 
Bill.’ 

“*WHEREAS, Stephen Theodore Badin, of St. Joseph Count 
is desirous to establish an orphan asylum in the country, and 
dow the same with three hundred acres of land and other endow 


ments, and has applied to the legislature of Indiana to have the 
institution aforesaid incorporated by law; 


and 


institution will be beneficial to society in general, and to orphans 
in particular. 

“"*THEREFORE., * * * {(Amercan Catholic Historical Re- 
searches, N. S., Vol. 4, p. 75.) 

“In the same letter Father Badin states that if the! IS passes 
he expected to go to Baltimore to get Sisters of Cha! 

“Father Badin early in the month of December filed a pettt 
with the State Senate asking that body to charter the orphans home 
and it was referred to the committee on educatior On Thursday, 
January 10, 1833, Senator Farrington, in behalf of the « mittes 
submitted the following report: 

**Mr.. President— 

“The committee on education to whom was referred the pet 


tion of Stephen Theodore Badin, for a charte! of ime orporation to the 
dt. Joseph Orphan Asylum have the same under consideration, and 
direct me to report the following bil! entitied, a! ill to incorporate 
the St. Joseph Orphan Asylum.’ The Journal of 
that the bill was then read twice, the rules of the Senate being dis- 
pensed with, and on motion of Senator Whitcomb, was referred to a 
committee of the whole Senate as a special order of business for th 
. tollowing day. (Journal of Senate, 1882-83, p. 247.) 

“But the next day the bill did not come up for consideratior It 
appears to have been ‘put to sleep’ for no further record is made 01! 
it until just a few days before the end of the session. On Friday, 
February ist, 1833, the Journal of the Senate records that: 

“*On motion of Mr. Hanna, the committee of whole 
discharged from the consideration of a bill to incorporate the St. 
Joseph Orphan Asylum, and the same was committed to a select 
committee. 

“ ‘Ordered, That the said committee consist of Messrs. Hanna, 
Clark and M’Carty.’ (Ibid, p. 247.) | 

“This special committee held a meeting immediately and their 
report was submitted the same day. The Journal reads: 

“ ‘Mr. Hanna, from the select committee, to which was referred 
a bill to incorporate the St. Joseph Orphan Asylum, now reported 
the same with amendments. 

“Which were read, concurred in and passed.’ (Ibid, p. 438.) 

“The bill was immediately rushed to the House of Representa- 
tives by Senator Hanna in person, for the House Journal of the 
same afternoon of the day the bill passed the Senate, contains the 
following entries: | 

“*A message from the Senate, by Mr. Hanng, one of their 
members: 

“ ‘Mr. Speaker :-— 

“The Senate has passed an engrossed bill of the Senate, en- 
titled an act for the establishment of the St. Joseph Orphan Asy- 
lum. | 

“‘In which the concurrence of the House of Representatives is 
requested. 

“The bill named in said message was twice read (the rules of 
the House, being dispensed with.’) (Journal of House, 1832-33, 


the Senate records 


the were 


22, 
wets’, 


, — Bean wanes a 
“peti x Poi te MENINGITIS ES 


should be returned today w 


November 
November 
November 
November 
November 


12 


THE 
11—Confirmation, St. 


, ; * 17—Dedication 
School, St. Hyacinth’s, Hammond. 


OFFICIAL 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 


Envelopes distributed last Sunday for renewal of subscriptions to Our Sunday Visitor 
ith name, address and parish, and enclosure of one dollan 


APPOINTMENTS 


BISHOP'S 
Anne’s, Lafayette. 


«—-Mother Bernarda’s Jubilee, Lafayette. 
13—-Meeting Board of Governors, Catholic Church Extension Society, Chicago. 
14—-Meeting American Board of Catholic Missions, Chicare:>- 

of School, St. Joseph’s, Hammond, 2:00 p. m.; Dedication of 
4:00 p. m. Confirmation evening. 
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JOAN OF ARC COMMEMORATION 


—-_ 


—_———- 


> nee aie Seg 


' a 
— 


A ceremony was held in the Basilica of St. Deris, under the direction of the Duke of Montmorency to 
commemorate the passage of Joan of Arc through that village in 1429. 


A stone marker will be placed in 


CATHOLIC BOY WINS WORLD'S ORATORY TITLE 


Canadian Youth, Educated at Johette Seminary, Detéats Representatives of 
Twenty-one Nations—Mexican Orator, Also Catholic, Ranks Third. 


Washington.—Catholie boys placed 
and third the fourth annual 
international oratorical contest just 
held Twenty-one 
represented 

The 


there bt 


. 
nrst in 


here nations were 


of contest, who 
title of world 
orator, was Roch 
French Ca- 
who delivered his ad- 
In addition to receiv- 
young 
toch was awarded the rare Sevres 


the 


the 


winner 
attains 
champion high school 
Pinard, nineteen-vear-old 
atholic., 
French 
ing the title of world champion, 


) 


nadian ( 


dress in 


'vase donated as a prize by the French 


government. 

A German youth, Herman Schau- 
mann, was second in the contest. He 
is a Protestant. Third place went to 


Roberto Ortiz Gris, 18, of Oaxaco, 
Mexico, a Catholic. 

Two other Catholic boys were en 
tered in the contest—Benigno Petit 
Lecaros of Peru, and Vincente Pardo 
Suarez of Cuba. 

Young Pinard, the winner, was 


awarded first place by the board of six 


| 
award was made largely on the basis | 
mastery | 


| 


of the speaker's oratorica! 
and confident delivery. 

The Mexican speaker based his ad- 
dress on the question, “Shall the Latin 


MEXICAN DECREE 
RESTORES STATUS 
OF FREE SCHOOLS 


Catholic Institutions Will Again Be Permitted to 
Grant Degrees and Titles—State Inspec- 
tion Is Provided For. 


Mexico City.—Titles and 
awarded students of free 
Mexico will be recognized by the gov 
ernment in future, by terms of a de- 
cree made effective October 22 by Pr 
sident Emilio Portes Gil following a 
conference with the Secretary of Pub- 
lic Instruction. The decree restores to 


gi hools in 


: 


State status recognized Catholic and 
other free schools, and is looked upon 
in Mexico as an indication 
ernment’s intention to encourage pri 
vate education by the Church and 
other bodies. In 1926 the free schoo!s, 
most of which are Catholic. were re- 
fused recognition. 

The decree, a lengthy document 
covering the education situation in 
thorough detail as regards recognition 
of independent school titles, is liberal 
in its provisions. 

The only schools whose degrees wil! 

not be recognized are theological sem- 
inaries, which are excluded by the 
Constitution of 1917. The Constitution 
does not recognize theological semin- 
aries or the titles they confer, and the 
present decree cannot alter its provis 
ions. 
Among the provisions of the decree 
that permitting 
their curricula without interference or 
limitation from the government. Lim 
itation in matters of school jurisdic 
tion will not be permitted the govern 
ment agencies except in where 
the schools fail to adhere’ to the law 
as set forth in their charter. 

The procedure now to be followed by 


of the rov- 


ia achoo!s tn select 


Cases 


DEDICATION 


judges, all multilinguists, after a 
‘lengthy discussion. His subject was 
“Canada Among the Nations.” The 


degrees 


schools desiring to have thelr titles 
recognized by the government will 
consist in preparing and presenting to 
the president, through the Secretary 
of Public Education, a petition ex- 
plaining its requirements for admis- 
sion, its course of studies and what- 
ever other information is relevant. 

The only bar to granting of recogni- 
tion, after the filing of the petition is 
presented, the decree sets forth, will 
be incompentency on the part of the 
institution or its faculty—the purpose 
of the petition is to allow the presi- 
dent to determine the degree of com- 
petency. 

After the concession has been grant- 
ed the school, it cannot be cancelled 
unlesa “it has been clearly proved that 
the teaching institution in question 


has defaulted with regard to the obli- 


gations imposed by the concession.” 

The Secretary of Public Education 
is given the right to inspect the 
schools, through his own Inspectors, at 
any time, to ascertain whether the 
conditions of the concession are being 
fulfilled, 

The free schools are to receive no 
subsidy from the government, which, 
it ls believed, will devote a greater 
portion of its educational funds to 
technical and industrial achools of the 
country. The government alma to de- 
vote the greater portion of its time to 
development of its industrial schools, 
leaving education in other field largely 
in the hands of private school organ- 
izations. 
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HOLY CROSS CHURCH-SCHOOL — 


NOVEMBER 24TH 


Mission and Forty Hours’ to Precede Blessing of Build- 


| 


A week's mission beginning Novem 


American People Try to Replace Pan-| her 10. followed by Forty H i 
s Sule TT . ’ : ’ , ' ie : 
Americanism by a Policy of | niversal | votion, will precede the formal dedica 
nterests 7” , 

, - ition of the new Holy Cross mbina 
a , ~ Ition school and church, Wiibut treet 
(Turn to page column 6) | . . : , 

land Vassar avenue, South Bend, which 
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FORTY PAGAN WAIFS 
TO BEAR BAPTISMAL 
NAME OF CARDINAL 


Rome.—Forty pagan waifs will be 
hantized “William” in honor of the re- 
cent Golden Jubilee of His Eminence 


William Cardinal Van Rossum, 
fect of the 
Propaganda. The babies will be sought 
in different mission fields throughout 
the world and the Cardinal well re 
ceive a picture of each of his name- 


Pre 
F 


Sacred Congregation 0! 


sakes. 

This unusual! celebration is symbolic 
of the Urban College, erected and ap- 
proved by Pope Urban VIII in 1627 
as “a college destined to gather, edu- 
cate and prepare for the priesthood 
and the Christian apostolate young 
men of every nation, and then to send 
them forth to propagate tnd defend the 
faith throughout the world.” At pre- 
sent the college has 95 resident stu- 
dents, representing 27 nationalities, 
but new quarters now under constru: 
tion will accommodate 300, 

William Cardinal Van Rossum was 
born at Zwolle, Holland, September 34, 
1854. He was ordained a priest of the 
Congregation of the Most Holy Re- 
deemed, October 17, 1873, and was 
created a cardinal by Pius X in the 
consistory of November 27, 1911. Be- 
sides holding the office of Cardinal! 
Prefect of the Sacred Congregation of 
Propaganda, His Eminences serves on 
the congregations of the Oriental 
Church, Sacred Councjl, Religious, and 
‘Seminaries and Universities. He is 
also President of the Commission for 
Biblical Studies and is on the Commis- 
sion for the Interpretation of the Code 
of Canon Law. 

BOYS WHO DESECRATED 
CROSS ARE PUNISHED 

Cologne.—The Socialist boy scouts 
‘who desecrated a wayside cross at 
|Wattenscheid in Westphalia, last June 
have been imprisoned and fined. In de- 
‘livering judgment the Attorney Gene- 
‘ral declared that blasphemy and dese- 
‘eration of a religious object are abom- 
‘inable offenses which promote dissen- 
|sion and ill-will. 


The marauders painted the cross, 
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PAINTING OF ST. FRANCIS 
OF ASSISI, BOUGHT FOR 
7.50, CALLED EL GRECO 


San Francisco—A sixteenth century 
painting, depicting St. Francis of As- 
sisi and declared by experts to be the 
work of the master, E!1 Greco, has been 
here, Clark 
had purchased it 


Johnson, 


from a 


discovered after 


its owner 
second-hand shop for $7.50. 


Johnson noticed the painting partic- 
ularly because of its canvas, which 


was of the fine texture used in nearly 


all the old masterpieces. He bought 
it, and after some experimentation, 
discovered that the original portrait 


had been covered by a daub. 

George Barron, of the M 
H. de Young museum, whose attention 
was called to the painting, directed the 
work of removing the outer layer of 
paint, revealing beneath it the picture 
of the Saint. 

sarron 
the painting as a genuine El Greco, un- 


curator 


wasjreluctant to announce 


il he had consulted experts. One of 

experts asked to the work 
was the Rev. Lorenzo Capitani, who is 
in California by special dispensation 
of the Pope to paint the old Catholic 
missions. 

When Father Capitani the 
work, he exclaimed: “A reali El Greco. 
A very fine example of the earher 
Italian period of his work.” 


Line view 


saw 


. : . i oienenemmedlll 

If the painting is finally determined 

to be bona fide, its vaiue may be es- 
‘timated in five or six figures. 


Its history is shrouded in mystery. | 
It first appeared, investigation has dis-_ 


closed, in an auction house, where it 


was sold to another auctioneer for 
$2.50. He im turn sold it to the second- 


‘hand dealer, who made the fina! sale to 
Johnson. 

Barron believes the painting to have 
been taken to the Indies by some Jes- 
/uit band, who intended its use as an 
laltar piece. Furthering his hypothe- 
sis, he believes it was stolen during 
the sixteenth century by raiders when 
‘the churches were sacked, and re- 
|painted with the likeness of a raiding 
chieftain. 


The painting covering the E! Greco| vice carried on in the metropolitan 
tar and the inscription Heil | depicted a rajah, and was a poor piece 
ag liye Moscow), | of _ work, according to Barron, 
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ELEVEN EVIDENCE 
GUILD MEMBERS 


iis acheduled for November 24 


’ 


ENTER SEMINARIES | 


London—Eleven members of the 


Catholic Evidence Guild entered sem. | De the Rt. Kev, Bishop of For 


inaries during the 


Lo test 


past twelve months 
their vocations for the priest 
hood, it was disclosed at 1 
Inter-Guild Conference, held recently 
Nottingham. 


annual 


at 

During the ; 
tions have been discovered among the 
reguiarly ccuUupy the 


of the Guild up and 


laymen who 
open-air platforms 
down the country 

There are now, it was stated. 


conference. 54 regular 


the Guild, and 112 established pitches, 
The numbers 


are roughtl, 


for 


DeCAKeTS 
the Same as 
those ré ports d in 


The W ex 


tminster Gulld alone—each 
diocese has its own organization now 
holds 35 meetings every week, and 
during the year 4,000 speaking hours 
were registered. 
TWO AMERICAN BISHOPS 


SEE CANADIAN ELEVATED 


Toront } The Rt. Rev 
O’Reilly, of Scranton. Pa 


Thomas € 


, and the Rt. 


tev. John G. Murray of P: rtland, Me.,| 


were present at the recent installation 
of the Rt. Rev. Joseph O’Brien as Ti- 
tular Archbishop of Armoria, and Co- 
adjutor of the Bis} op of 

Msgr. Andrea A posatolic 
Delegate to Canada, presided at the 


|céremony, Which was attended by ten 


Kingston. 
( aseulo. 


or more members of the Canadian 
Hierarchy and no fewer than 160 
priests. 


WELFARE 
BUREATI 


CATHOLIC 


Los Angeles, Calif.—A total of 1,079 
cases representing 4,593 
were cared for during the past month 


| by the family welfare department of | 
ithe Catholic Welfare bureau. accord-| 
ing to @ report given out recently by} 


| Miss Frances Hoynes, supervisor. 
| The work includes a relief, health, 
|child care, and character building ser- 


; 


at the! 


AIDED 4,593) 


individuals | 


| The Very Rev. James W. Donahue 
iC. S. C., Superior General of the Holy 
| Cross Order, who has just returned 
ifrom Europe, will conduct the mission 
| services Assistants will include the 
| Rev John DeGrotte, pastor, and other 
‘clergy of the Holy Cro Congrega 
tion, 
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Banner Depicts Ideal 
Of Sacrament Knights 


London-—Knights and Handmaidet 
of the Blessed Sa 
represented at their 
Chapel of Campion House, Usterly, by 
a banner symbolic of their ideal It is 
embroidered in silk and gold and de 
picts a knight in armor, mourited on u 
white charger, and a 
both gazing enraptured at the vision 
of the Holy Grail above them 

The work was designed by Geoffrey 
Webb and executed by Mise Helex 


rament now ar 


central s 


handmathds 


| Webb, Mrs. Geoffrey Webb and Miss, 
Chest. ' Eardlet- Wilmot, 


ing—Father Donahue, C. S. C., to Conduct 
Mission Services. 


pastor, the Rev John DeGCrotte, Cc. s. 
(., Holy Cross parish was organized 
nore than a year ago to meet the 
need f the Catholics living in the 

thweatern section of South Bend, 
Up until a few weeks ago Sunday ser- 
vices for this new congregation have 
been held in the Muessel Junior High 

hoeol September 22 marked the 
celebration of Holy Massa for the first 
Lime in the new church, Clase work in 
the school section of the building be- 
wan September 16, when 161 pupils 


were enrolled. 
Designed in the Italian Romanesque 
type of architecture, new building 


if & two-story combination of church 
and school, the first of ite kind in the 

ith Bend district The present 
pecifications allow for the conversion 


if the entire atructure into a 


future time \ 


school at 
ie deserip- 
building along with other 
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“The place of the National Gov- 
nen ; not th f applying 
' in iarge amounts [of carry- 
ing on the administrative functions 
of education in the communities, 
but to develop methods, ideals and 
procedures, and te present them to 
be taken on their merits.” 
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